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CEMA European Agricultural Machinery appoints Jelte Wiersma 
as new Secretary General  

 
PRESS RELEASE 
 

Brussels, 2nd November 2022 – CEMA, the European association representing the manufacturers of 
agricultural machinery, is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Jelte Wiersma as new 
Secretary General. A Dutch national, Mr. Wiersma joins CEMA following a 20 year career in 
journalism. Mr. Wiersma has been an EU Affairs Correspondent in Brussels since 2014. He is 
specialized in agriculture, international affairs and trade. 
 
Jelte Wiersma commented: “I’m delighted to join a great team to represent the interests of Europe’s 
agricultural machinery industry at such a pivotal time. Seeking a proactive European agenda for the 
industry with the support of EU institutions and stakeholders will be a priority. Advanced Farm 
machinery and solutions are key enablers to deliver sustainable farming and global food security.” 
 

 
CEMA’s new Secretary General Jelte Wiersma 

 
Folllowing a transition period, Mr. Wiersma will succeed Mr. Jérôme Bandry on Friday the 16th of 
December 2022. CEMA President Thierry Krier said: “Mr Wiersma’s in-depth knowledge of European 
affairs and politics, extensive network of contacts within the EU institutions and Brussels 
stakeholders, communication and representation skills make him a great strategic fit for the 
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position. He brings a long term personal and professional connection with agriculture as well as a 
great understanding of the related agricultural policies, technologies, societal and environmental 
challenges. I would very much like to thank Mr. Bandry for his leadership, his achievements, and his 
unremitting commitment to CEMA over the past 5 years. I wish him the very best for his future 
endeavors.” 
 
 
– ENDS – 
 

 
 
 
For further information please contact:  

CEMA secretariat  
Tel. +32 2 706 81 73  
Email: secretariat@cema-agri.org    

 

CEMA aisbl (www.cema-agri.org) is the association representing the European agricultural machinery 
industry. With 11 national member associations, the CEMA network represents both large multinational 
companies and numerous SMEs active in this sector.  

The industry comprises about 7,000 manufacturers, producing more than 450 different types of machines 
with an annual turnover of about €40 billion and 150,000 direct employees. CEMA companies produce a large 
range of machines that cover any activity in the field from seeding to harvesting, as well as equipment for 
livestock management.  
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